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PROVERBS XIX. 2. former part. 


Alſo, that the ſoul be without know- 
ledge, it is not good, 


yrs HE truth of this aſſertion is 
d ſo evident at firſt fight, that 
it will ſcarce by any one be 
called in queſtion. But the 

uuunbappineſs is, that there is 

Dall$\>&t frequently a ſhameful incon- 
ſiſtency between the profeſſed principles and 
the practices of men. However readily they 
may in words agree with the obſervation of 
Solomon in the text; yet if we conſult their 
conduct, and not their lips, we ſhall be al- 
moſt inclined to imagine, that no ſentiment 
can be farther from their Hearts. For do 
we not behold the human race eager for the 
acquiſition of any thing, rather than Know- 
ledge? Riches are ſought after with the utmoſt 
diligence, anxiety, and toil ; ſenſual pleaſure 
is purchaſed at the expence of health, for- 


N 
* 


tune, and reputation; and ambition is purſued 
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by her votaries with many a painful ſiep: 
nay, the moſt trivial amuſements, the ſlight- 
eſt vanities, often become the buſineſs of life, 
But how comparatively ſmall is the number 
of thoſe who are ſolicitous for the cultiva- 
tion of their minds, and an improvement in 
the wiſdom which leads to falvation! While 
therefore we fee men acting ſo contrary to 
acknowledged truths, it will be uſeful to re- 
ſume and enforce the plaineſt ſubjefts ; nat 
ſo much with a defign to convince the judg- 
ment, as to make, if poſhible, an impreſſion 
on the imagination; and to rouze the inſen- 
fible into a practical feeling of what in ſpe- 
culation they allow, With this view I have 
at preſent pitched on the declaration of the 
royal Moraliſt, that for the ſoul to be with 
out. knowledge, it is not good. 
Theſe words are capable of different con- 
ſtructions; but as the verſion given in our 
Tranſlation is very rational, and entirely 
agreeable to the Original; I ſhall, without 
further preface, endeavour 
I. To point out the kind of knowledge, 
which is peculiarly important and ne- 
W 
II. Shew on what accounts it is not good 
for the ſoul to be without knowledge. 
And, 


9 II. Conclude with ſome practical In- 
| ferences. 


II 
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I. I am to point out the kind of Know- 
ledge, which is peculiarly important and ne- 
ceſſary. There are various Arts and Sciences, 
and a great number of things, on which the 
regulation or enjoyment of common life prin- 
cipally depends. With theſe, or ſome of 
theſe, according to our different Situations, 
it is indiſpenſably requiſite that every one of 
us be acquainted. Whatever be the lot aſ- 
ſigned us by Providence, we are not exempt- 
ed from certain offices and duties, which 
demand proportionable degrees of wiſdom, 
in order to their being diſcharged with pro- 
priety and credit: and with regard to ſuch 
as are in a low or middle ſtation, it is incum- 
bent upon them to be inſtructed in a particu- 
lar trade, employment, or profeſſion, in 
which they are obliged to excel, as much as 
they can. Independent likewiſe, of the {kill 
we are bound to acquire in our ſeparate call- 
ings, the general improvement of the mind 
ſhould be an object of our warm and earneſt 
attention. We cannot poſſibly go through 
the world with any tolerable reputation or 
advantage, unleſs we underſtand the rules 
of prudent behaviour: and it is of the higheſt . 
importance to obtain that ſound way of judg- 
ing with relation to common events and a 
pearances, which conſtitutes good ſenſe ; a 
quality, incomparably ſuperior to a load of 
indigeſted learning. It will alſo, if we are 
favoured with opportunity, ability, and lei- 


ſure, 
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ſure, be extremely deſirable and uſeful, to 
take extenſive views of men and things. 
The works and laws of Nature, the affections 
and operations of the human breaſt, hiſtory 
eccleſiaſtical and civil, the conſtitution and 
government of our own Country, the com- 
poſitions of ingenious Authors, the liberal 
and polite arts, are all of them ſubjects that 
richly deſerve, and will richly reward our in- 
duſtrious Inquiry. 

But the Knowledge chiefly intended by 
Solomon, as is evident from the fignification 
of the word in other places, and from the 
manner of expreſſion uſed in the Text, is re- 
ligious Knowledge, It is that Knowledge 
which in a peculiar ſenſe it is not good for 
the Soul to be without; and which directs 
us in the path of immortal felicity. To this 
we ſhall now confine our meditations: and 
may obſerve, - 

I. That we ſhould be acquainted with the 
great principles and duties of natural Reli- 
gion. And here the grand, the fundamental 
point is to entertain juſt ſentiments concern- 
ing the ever- bleſſed God. It is plain from a 
ſurvey of the beauty, contrivance, and ex- 
tent of the Univerſe, that there exiſts an 
eternal, independent, and Almighty Being, 
by whom it was created: and it is equally 
plain that this Being is perfect in wiſdom, and 
boundleſs in goodneſs. Upon farther exa- 


mination it will appear, that he continues to 


direct 


88 

direct the worlds he hath made; and that 
he ſtands in ſeveral important and endearing 
relations towards his rational Off- ſpring, 
which demand ſuitable returns of gratitude, 
obedience, and love. The Characters he 
ſuſtains as our Author, Preſerver, Friend, 8 
and Father; as our Inſpector, Lawgiver, and 
final Judge; do all of them require correſ- ' 
ndent affections, and lay us under an in- 
diſpenſable obligation to a correſpondent be- 
haviour. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to 
form right opinions in theſe reſpects: for un- 
leſs we are in ſome meaſure inſtructed in the 
Nature, Attributes, Providence, and moral 
Government of God, together with the 
worſhip and duty he expects at our hands; 
we ſhall err at the very foundation, and be- 
come the eternal ſlaves of ignorance, idola- 
try, ſuperſtition or wickedneſs. With the 
Knowledge of the Deity, ſhould be joined 
a proper inſight into our own frame, and 
the purpoſes for which our faculties were be- 
ſtowed. We may be well aſſured, that the 
great Former of our ſpirits had valuable ends 
in view, when He placed us on the earth. 

If we conſider theſe ends with reference onl 
to this life, it will be found the deſign of the 
Almighty, that we provide as happily as we 
can for the accommodation of the body; 

that we particularly attend to the cultivation 
of the mind; and above all, that we act the 
equitable, the ſocial, and the [generous part, 
| in 


ing with them? It is therefore of the utmoſt 


and the evidences on which they are ſup- 


(8) 
in the whole of our intercourſe, with our 
fellow-creatures. Nor is our duration limited 
by death and the grave. All our inſtincts 
and capacities, all the conduct of our Maker 
in his adminiſtration of things below; pro- 
claim the immortality of the Soul, and de- 
clare that its future bliſs is inſeparably con- 
nected with its preſent attainment and vir= 
tues, But what will it avail to be endued 
with the nobleſt powers, and created for the 3 
moſt worthy purpoſes, if at the ſame time 9 
we are unacquainted with the intentions of 
our exiſtence, and the methods of comply- 


importance, to underſtand what is the part 
we are ordained to act, with reſpect either 
to this or the other world, We Chould 
know the characters we are appointed to 
ſuſtain in life ; the diſpoſitions in which our 
higheſt excellence conſiſts; the duties we 
owe to God, to Society, and to our Selves; 
and the qualifications that will fit us for the 
divine approbation hereafter. To a Know- 
ledge of the great Truths of natural Reli- 
gion, ſhould be added likewiſe an acquaint- 
ance with the foundations they reſt upon, 


ported. The ſeveral arguments which prove 
the exiſtence and perfections of the ſupreme 
Being, the obligations of virtue, and a ſtate 
of future rewards and puniſhments, do well 


deſerve a diligent inquiry. And ſince it is 
| | Fo EX 


(9) 

extremely difficult, at leaſt for the generality 
of Mankind, to form an exact ſyſtem of ſa- 
cred Principles, without the aſſiſtance of im- 
mediate diſcoveties from Heaven; it muſt be 
very deſirable to poſſeſs any Scheme that af- 
fords peculiar advantages for directing our 
ſteps. Which leads me to take notice. 

2. That we ſhould underſtand the con- 
tents of the chriſtian Revelation. If our 
heavenly Father hath been ſo benevolent as 
to give his Creatures ſome extraordinary in- 
formation of his will, it ſhould certainly be 
received with abundant gratitude. Now this 
he hath actually done. He was graciouſly 
pleaſed to lead men by the hand from the 

inning of the world; and manifeſted to 
the Jeus ſuch diſplays of his unity and ſu- 
premacy, ſuch copious rules of worſhip and 
obedience, as filled their fouls with valuable 
Knowledge, But it is our felicity to enjoy 
{tilt brighter inſtructions; inſtructions which 
it highly concerns us to be acquainted with. 
The children of men, notwithſtanding the 
light which ſhone around them, had ſuffer- 
cd their minds to be involved in (darkneſs 
and error, Though the Deity- continually 
ſpoke to them in the grandeur, beauty, and 
beneficence of his creation, in the courſe of 
his Providence, and in their own moral and 
immortal faculties, yet he ſpoke to them in 
vain. Such however were the unparalleled 
riches of his grace, that the diſregard —_— 
S119} B ha 
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had been paid to his former lectures of Wiſ⸗- 
dom did not prevent his ſending at length 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt upon the earth, to be- 
come the Meſſenger of truth and happineſs. 
In conſequence of what our Saviour hath 
taught, all the great branches of natural re- 
ligion are ſet before us without the trouble 
of laborious reſearches. Nor are they only 
ſet before us with perſpicuity, and publiſhed 
in a fairer edition, but are enforced by a 
1 mighty authority; even the authority of the 
Son of God, commiſſioned by the Father. 
We ate called to the practice of Goodneſs by 
new and prevailing arguments. Virtue in 
the life of Jeſus hath been rendered viſible to 
the eye; and hath aſſumed an appearance in- 
expreſſibly engaging and lovely. We are 
encouraged to perſevere in righteouſneſs, by 
being aſſured of an aſſiſtance from the holy 
Spirit: and our obedience is animated by 
the moſt forcible Sanctions; ſanctions that 
are addreſſed to every principle of our frame; 
and are calculated either to ſhake the heart 
with terrour, or to draw it with the gentleſt 
ties of affection. Several important particu- 
lars are likewiſe in the new Teſtament ful- 
ly revealed and aſcertained, which the ut- 
moſt efforts of human Reaſon were not able 
to reach. Whatever probability that might 
have given of the divine benignity to tranſ- 
greflors, it could not have placed the delight- 
tul truth in ſuch ſtrong colours, as the ſuf- 
all | ferings, 


(22) 
fer ings, death, and reſurrection of the Re- 
deemer have done; which have afforded a 


moſt illuſtrious, joyful, and amazing picture 
of the eſſential placability of God, and his ten- 


derneſs to ſinners. And though it be indeed true 
that a future ſtate is pointed out by the light 
of nature, yet the light of nature could ne- 
ver inform us of ſuch a glorious, unmerited, 
eternal reward, as the Goſpel exhibits. | 
Since therefore the chriſtian Revelation is 
enriched with the ſtores of the moſt precious 
Knowledge, to that we .ſhould have recourſe; 
and from thence ſhould draw enlarged, and 
honourable, and endearing repreſentations of 
the ever-bleſſed Deity. From thence we 
ſhould imbibe the ſentiments of a rational 
and manly devotion. From thence we 
ſhould be inſtructed how to regulate our 
temper and our actions. From thence we 
ſhould take the examples of a genuine ex- 
cellence in life and manners. From thence 
we ſhould learn the mediation : of | Chriſt, 
and the method in which offenders 'may 


through him be reconciled to God. From 


thence we ſhould derive the moſt facred in- 
fluences, the moſt powerful motives, and the 
moſt raviſhing expectations. We ſhould ac- 
quaint ourſelves with the Scriptures ; make 
them the object of our frequent peruſal, and 
attentive ſtudy ; and ſpare no pains to-under- 
ſtand their real meaning. We ſhould in an 
eſpecial manner take care to have right 
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Views with regard to the deſign and ſpirit of 
the goſpel, It ought to be conſidered by us 
not as a ſyſtem of ſpeculations, but as' an 
Act of Grace to a degenerate world; and as 
a divine Philoſophy, which is intended to 
purify and Grads our diſpoſitions, to inlarge 
our beneyolent affections, to fill our hearts 
with peace and joy, and to give us an in- 
creaſing reſemblance to the F ather of light, 
perfection and bliſs. 

As likewiſe we exiſt at a period of time, 
in which the ſupernatural authority of our 
holy Religion is diſbelieved or doubted by 
great numbers, it 4s of peculiar importance 
for us, not only to know its general con- 
tents, but the arguments which prove it to 
come from God, The dark and corrupted 
ſtate of mankind when Jeſus appeared; the 
inward excellence of his doctrines and pre- 
cepts; his uncommon, illuſtrious, and divine 
Character, a Character which the genius of 
Homer or Milton could not have invented 
and ſupported, much leſs ſuch weak perſons 
as the Apoſtles originally were ; the ſtrongeſt 
hiflorieel" evidened; the accompliſhment of 
Prophecies ; the performance of mighty Mi- 
racles ; the ſpeedy and amazing ſucceſs of 
the chriſtian Revelation, do all concur 'to 
ſhew, that its voice is the voice alone of ce- 
leſtial Wiſdom. Into theſe things it be- 
hoves us therefore, as our opportunities per- 
mit, to inquire; that we _ () be able to give 


a-reeſon 


(a) 1 Pet. ili. 15. 
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a reofon of the. bope that is in us, when we 
are called to vindicate our ſacred profeſſion. 
Once moss, e e 50 a) nene ie 

3. It is a very neceſſary part of Knowledge, 
that we become acquainted with the grounds 
of the Proteſtant Reformation. This is a 
matter of vaſt moment in the preſent age of 
the world: for a Scheme hath ariſen that 
pretends to be founded in Chriſtianity, but 
in fact deſtroys it: a ſcheme which is a 
complication of every thing that is abſurd, 
and every thing that is wicked, I need not 
tell you, that this dreadful Scheme is Popery. 
Upon examination it will appear that its doc- 
trines are a moſt daring inſult. on ſcripture, 
reaſon, and common ſenſe ; that its princi- 
ples are dangerous and deſtructive; that its 
worſhip. is a monſtrous heap. of ſuperſtition, 
and idolatry ; that its practices are wretched 
and diabolical ; that its tendency is fatal both 


to. the bodies and the ſouls of the human 


race. In ſhort, it is ſuch a mixture of im- 


pudence, fraud, folly, and impiety ; that its 


mighty prevalence is a juſt cauſe for un- 
ſpeakable amazement, and reflects indelible 
diſgrace on the hiſtory of man. At the ſame 


time that the ſupporters of this deteſtable 8yſ- 


tem have loſt the nature, ſpirit, and efſenee of 
the: Goſpel, they have authoritatively con- 


demned others, and dated to call themſelves 


the only members of the Church of Chriſt. 
Popery is a corruption ſo bold in its preten- 
21111 | | ſions, 
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Hons, and liath ſpread fo wide: it is fo rui-. 
nous to humanity, to liberty, to every thing 
which deſerves to be valued by us as rational, 


focial, and religious creatures, that it is of the 
utmoſt importance to be guarded againſt it. 
For otherwiſe, while we call ourſelves after 
the 'name of the amiable Jeſus, we may in 
truth be worſe than Pagans, and ſubſtitute 
the moſt ſhocking enormities for genuine 
piety. We ſhould therefore be inſtructed 
how different the tenets and claims of the 
Roman See, are from whatever is found in 
the new Teſtament, We ſhould know that 
the dectrines of real Chriſtianity are clear 


and rational, its worſhip pure and ſimple, its 


temper mild and beneficent, its intention no- 


ble, and divine. We ſhould be thoroughly 
grounded in the ſolid principles on which 


the Reformation is built: eſpecially ſhould 


we underſtand and aſſert our abſolute right 


to read, ftudy, and interpret the ſacred wri- 
tings for ourſelves; our unalienable title ta 
private judgment, together with the hateful- 
neſs of perſecution to God and Man. 

Thus I have mentioned the kind of Know- 
ledge, 'which is peculiarly important and ne- 
ceflary 3 and have obſerved that it is the 
Kndwledge of Religion, as contained in an 
acquaintance with the great principles and 
duties of the Law of Nature, the contents 
of the chriſtian Scheme, and the founda- 
tions of our ſeparation from Popery. wa 
„ke wal this 
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this repreſentation I have had reſpect to the 
fituation of things in our own country, and 
to the advantages that we have the happi- 
neſs to enjoy. For the ſame degree of wil- 
dom which may juſtly be expected from us, 
cannot be expected from thoſe who are not 
favoured with the ſame opportunities. The 
righteous 'and benevolent Governor of the 
Univerſe, will demand no more from any of 
'his creatures, than he hath given: them abi- 
* lity to perform. And all who improve in the 
| beſt manner the light they are bleſſed with, 
de that light more or leſs, will undoubtedly 
=> receive the approbation of their Maker. 
1 now proceed, þ ie 


II. To ſhew on what Accounts it is not 
good for the Soul to be without Knowledge, 
eſpecially the Knowledge af Religion. And 
1. Knowledge is in itſelf a moſt excellent 
and deſirable qualification. It is ſo neceſſary 
to every valuable purpoſe, that the great au- 
thor of our frame did not leave men indif- 
ferent about it, but implanted a ſtrong paſ- 
ſion for it in the breaſt; and made it appear 
agreeable and charming, independent of the 
advantages with which it is otherwiſe at- 
tended. This hath been taken notice of, 
and elegantly diſplayed by the beſt Pagan 
Philoſophers. Solomon like wiſe aſſerts that (3) 
through defire a man ſeeketh' and intermeddleth 
| Ss 3 with 
(6) Prov. xviii. 1. : 
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with all wiſdom. ' And in another, place he 
hath, told us, that (c) 4 man ball be commended 
accurding to his "wiſdom, '; This is indeed con- 
formable to the general ſentiments of man- 
kind. For what can be mare evident, than 
that a per ſon poſſtſſed of an enlightened un- 
derſtanding, is always regarded with a cer- 
tain veneration and eſteem; vile voluntary 
ignorance and ſtupidity are treated with 
contempt? Not all the luſtre of a noble 
birth, not all the affluence of wealth, not 
all the pomp of titles, not all the ſplendour 
of power can give dignity to a Soul that is de- 
ſtitute of inward improvement. Ia that 
caſe the glare of external things will only 
add a greater conſpicuity to folly, and ren- 
der it doubly ridiculous, Well may Know- 
jedge be looked upon as a real excellence, 
ſince it is one of the grand points by which 
we are diſtinguiſhed from the Brutes, and 
hold an honourable rank in the creation of 
Sack 3 5 eie bit 
By this we are allied to Angels, claim 
kindred with the bleſſed Deity himſelf, and 
are capable of riſing for ever in the ſcale. of 
beings. Such is its inherent worth, that it 
hath always been repreſented under the molt 
pleaſing images. In particular it hath been 
compared to Light, the moſt valuable and 
reviving part of nature's works; and to that 
. glorious Luminary, which is the moſt beau- 


tiful and tranſporting object our eyes _ 


(e) Prov. Xii. * 
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If we entertain any doubts concerning the in- 
trinfick value of religious Knowledge, let us 
look around us, and we ſhall be fully con- 
vinced how deſirable it is to be acquainted 
with God, with ſpiritual, with eternal things, 
Obſerve the difference between a cultivated 
and a barren Country. While the former is 
a lovely, chearful, and delightful fight, the 
other adminiſters a ſpectacle of Horrour, 
There is an equal difference between the Na- 
tions among whom rational and manly prin- 
ciples of picty prevail, and the Nations that 
are overrun with idolatry, ſuperſtition, and 
etrour. Was it not the ſuperior wiſdom of 
Socrates, that hath rendered him the glory of 
the Pagan, and the admiration of the 
Cariftian World? How divinely excellent 
doth our Lotd appear in this reſpect; who 
treated the ſublimeſt ſubjects with the utmoſt 
freedom, eaſe and dignity ; and ſpoke with 
an underſtanding, energy, and grace, that 
charmed and aſtoniſhed his Hearers ! 

2. It is not good for the Soul to be with- 
out Knowledge, becauſe Knowledge is of 
great importance to our perfonal and private 
felicity. Happineſs is what we every one of 
us aim at, in the whole of our actions: and 
the deſire of it is fo eſſential to out nature, 
that it cannot be eradicated without deſtroy- 
ing the firſt principles of our mental Frame. 
But what fignify our wiſhes for this invalua- 
ble jewel; if we know not where it hes, or 

C in 
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in what objects it is to be met with? Our 
conduct is regulated by our opinions: it is 
therefore neceſſary in order to attain the 
bleſſedneſs we long for, to form right views 
concerning the method by which it. may be 
acquired. Now this method is pointed out 
to us by an acquaintance with the dictates of 
Religion. (d) He that getteth Wiſdom, faith 


' Solomon, loveth bis own Soul ;) be that keepeth 


Underſtanding, ſhall find good, The perſuit 
of Knowledge is in itſelf extremely condu- 
cive to felicity, It furniſhes a pleaſure that 
cannot be met with in the poſſeſſion of in- 
ferior enjoyments; a fine entertainment, 
which adds a reliſh to proſperity, and alle- 
viates the hour of diſtreſs. It throws a luſtre 
on greatneſs, and reflects an honour upon 
poverty. The perſon who applies his heart 
to ſacred inſtruction, hath ſecured a rational 
and agreeable employment, that will prevent 
his having recourſe to folly or vice. He will 
experience a ſublime delight in ſurmounting 
_ difficulties, and making a continual progrels 
in the ſtock of his ideas. And when he hath 
actually arrived to a Syſtem of ſolid princi- 
ples, a ſelf-· poſſeſſion and dignity will thence 
acorue to his mind, which greatly contribute 
to inward ſatisfaction. How different is the 
condition of the wretch who is the ſlave of 
Ignorance and folly! His time will fre- 
quently hang heavy on his hands; he will 


be a burden to himſelf; and ſhould ſickneſs 
4 WM or 


(4) Prov. xix. 8. 
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or adverſity take away the power of running 


from amuſement to amuſement, he will have 


nothing that can relieve an anxious heart, or 
ſupport the weakneſs of his ſpirits. The 
Knowledge we are ſpeaking of, hath a bene- 
ficial influence on our outward circumſtances 
as well as our internal peace. While it is 
infinitely more valuable than riches or power, 
it hath a tendency to increaſe our temporal 
proſperity. For it inſtructs us to acquire 
thoſe diſpoſitions and virtues, which in the 
general courſe of things, will be followed by 
competence, health, credit, eſteem, and many 
other bleſſings. . 

It is indeed the property of religious Wiſ- 
dom, fo to regulate our conduct in all re- 
ſpects, as ſhall beſt advance our trueſt hap- 
pineſs. We are ſurrounded by a variety of 
ſnares, and called to a variety of duties: a 
part is aſſigned for each of us to act: there 
are often particular difficulties that demand 
the exertion of our whole ſkill; and our 
welfare depends on the manner in which we 
ſuſtain the character appointed us by God. 
What then could we do without ſuitable in- 
formation of the method in which it is in- 
cumbent upon us to behave? We ſee that 
the ignorant fall into perpetual errour and 


miſery, They have either no principles at 


all, or elſe their minds become an eaſy prey 
to the deluſion of falſe ones; the conſe- 
quence of which is, that they are bewildered 
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and loſt in the path of life. But thoſe who 
are directed by ſacred inſtruction, underſtand 
1 the way in which they ſhould go. | 
iſ The Knowledge they are endued with, 
Wl enlarges the mind; and teaches them a pro- 
i per temper and deportment, with regard 
Ul to the ſupreme Being, themſelves, and 
[i their fellow creatures. It calls them to De- 
Mk votion, temperance, juſtice; meekneſs, and 
1 benevolence. It points out what they ſhould 
be as maſters and ſervants, huſbands and 
wives, parents and children: and qualifies 
them to diſcharge every relation with honour, 
ſatisfaction, and advantage. Nay, it will, 
even in common Concerns, where capacities 
and other opportunities are equal, make them 
wiſer than their neighbours. For an ac- 
quaintance with Scripture will furniſh the 
head with many prudential maxims; and 
the * thoughtful turn which piety inſpires, 
will be very favourable to a ſedate and Jadk- 
cious eſtimate of things. | 
Should it however happen in the courſe 
of events, that our preſent enjoyments ut- 
terly fail ; ſpiritual Wiſdom will not be at a 
loſs to inform us where felicity may be 
obtained, It will tell us not to place it, in 
wealth, in pleaſure, in vanity, in titles, or 
in ſplendour but in a ſuperiority to the 
world, in a Soul that is raiſed above diſtreſs, 
in the harmony and kindneſs of our affec- 
tions, in the applauding voice of . 
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( 22 } 
and in the approbation of our Maker, It 
will inſtruc us to conſider afflictions, as pre- 
paratory to a future ſtate; and to fix our 
dependance and our bliſs on joys that are 
refined, exalted, and durable. 

3- It is not good to be without Know- 
ledge, becauſe Knowledge will render us 
uſeful members of ſociety, That our hea- 
venly Father doth not intend. us to ſeek our 
own happineſs only, is plain from a variety 
of arguments. Nay, he hath not left us to 
learn our duty to our fellow-creatures from 
the flow deductions of reaſon; but hath 
implanted kind and tender Inſtincts in the 
breaſt, which by a ſweet compulſion oblige 
us to mourn with thoſe who mourn, and to 
rejoice with them that rejoice ; which declare 
that we are intimately united with the whole 
Syſtem of Beings: and urge us to exert our 
endeavours for the welfare of the human 
race, But even our benevolence may lead. 
us aſtray, if it is not regulated by the dictates 
of Wiſdom. Shall we not find in fact, 
that a deluded ignorance hath often been 
ſpreading miſery in the earth, while it be- 
lieved itſelf actuated by a regard to the ho- 
nour of God, and the intereſts of Men, It 
is therefore of the utmoſt importance to 
acquire that juſt way of thinking, which 
will prevent the miſapplication of our af- 
ſections, and direct them to their proper 
objects. Be our abilities and influence great 
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or ſmall, be our ſtation in life high or low, 
Knowledge will inftru& us to apply our ſe- 
veral talents, in that manner which ſhall be 
moſt conducive to the benefit of mankind. 
It will alike teach the Subject and the Ma- 
giſtrate, how to advance the publick good. 
Nor will it merely qualify us to diſcharge our 
own parts in ſociety, with uſefulneſs: it 
will alſo make us capable of adviſing and 
regulating others. Hence we may become 
the lights of the world; and may diffuſe 
thoſe beneficent beams around us, which 
hall ſhine on benighted Travellers, and diſ- 
cover the path of rectitude and blis. 

It is ikewiſe one of the capital advantages 
derived from Knowledge, that it tends to 
deſtroy the Bigotry which hath in all ages 
been ſo fital to human happineſs. That 
Bigotry is the child of Ignorance, will be 
evident to any one who attentively conſiders 
the matter. For were men acquainted with 
the nature of God, they would be well aſ- 
ſured, that an All-gracious Being could never 
condemn his creatures for the variation of 
their opinions, ſo long as they fincerely en- 
deavoured to find out his will. Did they 
underſtand the amiable fpirit of the Goſpel, 
they would perceive that nothing can be 
more contrary to its deſign, than to exclude 
any from the benefits it propoſes, who are 
folicitous to imbibe its temper, and comply 
with its precepts. Had they examined their 
| WO own 
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own Hearts, they would learn that while we 
are liable to ſuch abundant weakneſs and er- 
rour, it is the height of arrogance to judge 
with ſeverity our fellow-men, Did they 
comprehend the real difficulty that attends 
many Queſtions, and the plauſible things 
that may frequently be urged on both ſides, 
they would be fully convinced that the wiſe . 
and good may differ in their views. Did 
they know the world, they would experience 
ſo much piety and virtue among perſons of 
very oppolite Sentiments, as would enlarge 
their ſouls, and fill them with a warm and 
diffuſive charity, : 
The ſame Knowledge which is thus hap- 
pily effectual to drive away Bigotry, puts to 
flight likewiſe the meanneſs of ſuperſtition, 
and the madneſs of Enthuſiaſm, It corre&s 
every unworthy notion of God and Religion; 
expoſes the principles and practices, that 
have been fo ruinous to the order and well- 
being of ſociety; teaches us to place the ar- 
dour of our zeal on objects alone that deſerve 
it; and promotes the cauſe of univerſal Li- 
berty. If we defire to behold the dreadful 
_ conſequences of ignorance with regard to di- 
vine things, it is but caſting our Eyes a little 
on the Hiſtory of Mankind ; where we ſhall 
meet with ſuch inſtances of Folly and Fraud, 
of Barbarity and Perſecution, as will ſtrike 


us With horrour. It is owing to the preva- 
lence of rational opinions in theſe reſpects, 
that 


(24) 

that Great Britain is delivered from the moft 
terrible calamities; that it is the ſeat of ſo much 
tranquility and ſocial bliſs, that the facred 
rights of conſcience are held inviolable ; and 
that every perſon is permitted to exert the 
freedom of his mind, without the fear of 
penalties and tortures, TY 
It would be impoſſible in the bounds of 
our preſent Diſcourſe, to enumerate all the 
bleſſings that flow from religious Knowledge. 
To this we are indebted for the important 
change, which hath been made fince the 
beginning of the Reformation, To this we 
are indebted for the humanity and gentleneſs 
of modern manners. To this we are in- 
debted for the general cultivation and refine- 
ment of the underſtandings of men. It is 
owing to this, that even arbitrary Govern- 
ments ſeem to have loſt ſomething of their 
original ferocity ; and that there is a ſource 
of improvement in Europe, which will, we 
hope, in future times, ſhed the moſt de- 
lightful influences on ſociety; and unite its 
members in harmony, peace, and love, 

Once more, | | | 
4. It is not good for the Soul to be with- 
out Knowledge; becauſe Knowledge points 
out to us an eternal felicity, (e) Underflanding, 
ſays the wiſe man, is @ well-ſpring of life to 
him that bath it; and what he hath here 
ſpoke with reference, it may be, to this 
world alone, may juſtly be applied to an- 
| | other. 
(e) Prov. xvi. 22. 
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other. The ſeveral branches of human 
Science are intended only to bleſs and adorn 
our preſent exiſtence : but religious Know- 
ledge bids us provide for an immortal being, 
ſets the path of falyation before us, and is 
our inſeparable companion in .the road to 
glory. It is ſo eſſentially neceſſary to our 
final welfare, that without ſome degree of 
acquaintance with it, the ſoul muſt be ut- 
terly undone. As it inſtructs us in the way 
to endleſs bliſs, fo it will ſurvive that mighty 
day, when all worldly Literature and Ac- 
compliſhments ſhall. for ever ceaſe. At that 
ſolemn Period in which the Records and Re- 
giſters of Men ſhall be deſtroyed, the Syſtems 
of human Policy be diſſolved, and the grand- 
eſt works of Genius die, the Wiſdom which 
is ſpiritual and heavenly, ſhall not only ſub- 
fiſt, but be increaſed to an extent, that hu- 
man natare cannot in this life admit; Of 
this the Apoſtle gives a beautiful Repreſen- 
tation, 1 Cor. xiii. 12. For now we ſee through 
a glaſs, darkly; but then face to face; now 
1 know in part ; but then Shall I know, even 
as alſo I am known, Our views of things are 
at. preſent obſcure, imperfect, partial, and 
liable to error. But when we arrive to 
the realms of everlaſting Light, the clouds 
that ſhadowed our underſtanding will be re- 
moyed; we ſhall behold with amaziog clear- 
nels, the Attributes, Ways, and Works of 
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God; ſhall perceive more diſtinctly the de- 
ſign of his Diſpenfations ; ſhall trace with 
rapture the wonders of Nature and Grace; 
vainted with a thouſand glo- 
rious Objects, of which the 1 can 
as yet have no conception. 
Such are the conſequences that reſult from 
edge of Religion. It delivers us 
from that eternal death, to which an ignorance 
of divine truths leaves the mind continually 
It prepares us to be inhabitants of 
the celeſtial regions, to improve for ever in 
moral excellence, to acquire a dignity per- 
petually increaſing, to be aſſociates with An- 


gels, to ſit down with the Redeemer on 


his throne, and to be always advancing in a 
nearer and nearer reſemblance to the great 


Original of. Beauty, Perfection and Bleſſed- 
| neſs. 


What words then can fafficiently expres 
its importance and neceſſity? Every argu- 
ment, every conſideration concurs to prove 
the aſſertion of the Fext, that for the Soul fo 


to be without * it is not good. 


| Tam now, 


+ HL. To conclude with fome prac i in- 


ferences. And, 


1. Since the Knowledge 1 Religion is ſo 
y valuable, it behoves us to be 
thankful, that we are favoured with ſuch 

abun- 
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abundant means of attaining it. That God 
did not eſteem it good for the human Soul 
to be without Knowledge, appears from the 
various methods he hath taken, in order to 
fill it with ſacred Inſtruction. He has ad- 
dreſſed his rational Offspring by every thing 
within them, and every thing without them: 
He hath by all his Diſpenſations, Whether in 
the natural or the moral world, read them a 
continued lecture of Wiſdom. He hath 
ſpoken to each of us in the wonders and 
beauties of the Creation, in the admirable or- 
der of his Providence, in the preſent rewards 
and puniſhments of Virtue and Vice, in the 
powers of Reaſon, and the dictates of Con- 
ſcience, But beſides theſe general ways, in 
which the Almighty hath called his Crea- 
tures to an acquaintance with their duty, 
he has added the clear, the commanding 
voice of Revelation; and by his dear Son 
hath ſhone upon us in a moſt illuſtrious and 
copious manner. Animated with a warm, 
with an unconquerable zeal to diffuſe 
Knowledge and Happineſs among the Chil- 
dren of Men, the Redeemer came upon the 
earth; and hath given ſuch leflons of truth 
and piety, as may juſtly be deemed the 
richeſt treaſure we can poſſeſs. Now it is 
our felicity to enjoy all theſe advantages in 
their full perfection. We do not live under 
the law of Nature alone, but under the law 
D 2 of 


— 


628) 


of Jeſus likewiſe. Nor are we merely dig- 
nified with thè name of being the Saviour's 
diſciples. Vaſt numbers there are who aſ- 
ſume this Appellation, while at the ſame time 
they are totally ignorant of the defign and 
ſpirit of our holy Religion. But it is our 
bleſſing to partake of the Goſpel as it is in 
itſelf; to partake of it, free from Corrup- 
tion, Superſtition, and Prieſtcraft, We are 
Chriſtians, Proteſtants, Britons. Our bene- 
fits under all theſe Characters, have been con- 
tinued to us through repeated oppoſition z 
and we are entire poſſeſſors of them at this 
very day. Our ſituation is delightful above 
that of any other Nation under Heaven. 
Can we then, at this opening of the new 
Year, behold each other thus aſſembled to- 
gether, ſurrounded as we are with all the 
gifts of Providence. and Grace, without the 
molt fervent thankfulneſs to that benevolent 
Being, who hath commanded light about us; 
and all is light? With what gratitude, with 
What admiration, with what affection ſhould 
it inſpire us, when we conſider his bound- 
leſs goodneſs! Not to be ſenſible of ſuch 
mercies, would argue a diſpoſition void of 
moral feelings. We ſhould therefore praiſe 
Him in the warmeſt ſtrains, for the notices 
he hath ſpread around us, of our ſpiritual, 
our immortal intereſts, We ſhould eſpecially 
_ praiſe Him for the diſcoveries of his Grace, 
in 


(29) 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. Nor 
ſhould we ever forget to unite our ſongs of 
joy, that we are favoured with all the ad- 
vantages of that Reformation, which next to 
the manifeſtation of the Redeemer, is the 
moſt important and happy event in the Hiſ- 
tory of mankind, bs: 4 

2, We ſhould each of us be ſolicitous to 
improve in Knowledge, Not to do ſo in the 
preſent Age, will undoubtedly ſubject us to 
indelible Reproach. The ſame degree of ig- 
norance which in former Times might paſs 
uncenſured, would now be treated with the 
utmoſt contempt. Nay, without ſome con- 
ſiderable {kill in the principles we maintain, 
and the foundations they reſt upon, we ſhall 
not be able to vindicate our ſacred Profeſſion; 
and that is a thing we ſhall often be called to, 
in this Period of univerſal Inquiry. It ſhould 
therefore be our ardent concern, perpetually 
to increaſe in real underſtanding. It is our 
duty to excel as much as poſſible in the 
branches of human Science; and eſpecially 
in the employment more immediately a 
pointed us by Providence. But above all 
ſhould we grow in the Knowledge of Reli- 
gion; an exhortation that deſerves particu- 
larly to be regarded, by thoſe of us who are 
ſtill in the youthful part of life. The 
Knowledge of Religion, my Friends, is in- 
finitely more worthy our perſuit, than the 

tri- 
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trifling amuſements, the falſe, the dangerous, 
the deſtructive pleaſures in which the gene- 
rality of young perſons are engaged. This, 
this it is, which will richly reward our dili- 
gent application. Let us then be perſuaded 
to cultivate a ſolid taſte in reading and think- 
ing. It is true, that a taſte for reading is the 
faſhion of the day; but it is rendered uſeleſs, 
or worſe, by being principally directed to 
ſuch Compoſitions as are at beſt ſuperfi- 
cial, frequently hurtful, But may it be our 
care to acquire an acquaintance with that 
valuable Wiſdom, which leads to inward 
and eternal bleſſedneſs. Let us ſearch into 
the heavenly treaſures contained in the Bible, 
ſtudy to know our own hearts, and labour 
to obtain an inſight into the tempers and 
characters of men, Let us not ſuffer our- 
ſelves to reſt in flight attainments; but en- 
deavour to be always riſing from improve- 
ment to improvement. Be it matter of par- 
ticular caution with us, to avoid the hin- 
drances of Knowledge. Far be it from us, 
to let our powers be ſtupified by indolence: 
and efpecially ſhould we remember the ob- 
ſervation of Solomon (d): He that walketh 
with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe ; but à companion of 
Fools ſhall be defliroyed. Let us embrace with 
gratitude and zeal every opportunity, and 
every method by which we may proceed ” 


(4) Prov, xiii. 20. F 
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facred Inſtruction: and let us by no means 
forget to look up to the great Father of 
Lights, with- earneſt ſupplications that he 
would diſſipate the darkneſs of our ſouls, it- 
luminate our breaſts with the rays of celeſ- 
tial truth, and (e) cauſe 1s to know the way in 
which we ought to walk. Finally, let it be 
practical Knowledge that employs our prin- 
cipal attention, Let us conſider, that it is 
not an exact Syſtem of ſpeculative Principles 
which will avail to happineſs, but the Wiſ⸗ 
dom that is ſeated in the heart, as well as 
the head; the Wiſdom which is calculated to 
inſpire the mind with amiable, devout, and 
godlike affections. For thus, and thus only, 
ſhall we be able to ſuſtain the part allotted us 
in life, with propriety and dignity. Thus 
only can we lay a foundation for genuine fe- 
licity. And thus only ſhall we be qualified 
to join with that divine aſſembly of Angels 
and glorified Spirits, who are ever advancing 
to ne difcoveries, and are ever acquiring new 
** 3 enlargements of their faculties. 

add, | . 
3. Since it is not good for the Soul to be 
without Knowledge, we ſhould endeavour to 
omote the communication of Knowledge 
in the world. This is not an obligation upon 
thoſe alone, who are choſen and retained by 
the people for that purpoſe, but upon every 
one of us in our ſeveral ſtations. We are all 
| in 
(e P/al, cxliii, 8, 
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in this reſpect ſtewards, who are bound to 
ſpread light and truth through our families, 
through our relatives, and as we have oppor- 
tunity, among mankind in general, But there 

is not perhaps much benefit to be done, 
among thoſe who are grown up, and hardened 
in iniquity, The riſing Generation then, de- 
ſerves to be principally regarded : and it is the 
indiſpenſable Duty of Parents, to attend with 
the utmoſt diligence, to the pious and vir- 
tuous education of their Children. It is a 
Duty of infinite importance; a Duty they 
are called to by every argument; a Duty on 

which the ſupport of Society, as well as the 
uſefulneſs and happineſs of their Off-ſpring, 
depends. Every Father therefore, and every 
Mother who 1s able to diſcharge it, ſhould 
zealouſly attend to the mighty cruſt, and 
watch over the immortal ſouls committed to 
their care. 
But what is to be done with the Children 
of ſuch as are incapacitated by ignorance, a- 
verſe through wickedneſs, or diſabled by po- 
verty, from affording them proper inſtruction ? 
Muſt Theſe be left a prey to ſtupidity and 
vice? Humanity, Reaſon, Religion tremble 
at the thought, Yet ſuch muſt be the de- 
plorable caſe of vaſt multitudes, unleſs ſome 
method is found to prevent it. One of the 
beſt methods which the benevolence of man 


hath pitched upon, in order- to remove the 
dark- 


( 


darkneſs that muſt otherwiſe lie on the minds 
of. Thouſands of young Creatures who are 
continually opening into Being, is the erec- 
tion of public Schools. It is an Inſtitution of 
this kind I am now to lay before you ; and I 
am perſuaded you will not deny me your 
attention, while I read | 


The PRESENT STATE of the 
CHARITY-SCHOOL 
in Gravel- Lane, Southwark. 


HE Foundation of it was laid in the 

year 1687. in the reign of King Fames 
the ſecond, 'when a ſchool was ſet up by one 
Poulton a Jeſuit, and public notice was given, 
that he would inſtruct the Children of the 
Poor gratis: upon which Mr. Arthur Sbal- 
let, Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdi- 
nando Holland, laid the Foundation of this 
School, to avoid the dangerous conſequences 
of a Popiſh one, and provide for the inſtruc- 
tion of the Children of the Poor in the Pro- 


tant way, 
kk. 
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The number of ſcholars at firſt was 40. 
afterwards it increaſed to 50, and now is 
180. They are taught to read, write, and 
_ Cypher, and are inſtructed in the principles 
of our common Chriſtianity : by which 
means they are qualified for the ſervice of 
God and Man. It may be faid to be the 
firſt ſchool the proteſtant Diſſenters were con- 
cerned in. Here objects are received without 
diſtinction of parties, the common good be- 
ing alone intended. 


It is fituated in one of the pooreſt Parts 
of this City, and the Children of the pooreſt 
ſort of Watermen, Fiſhermen, and others, 
are taught without any expence to their Pa- 
rents, and are furniſhed with Bibles, Teſta- 
ments, Catechiſms, and I and cyphering 


Books. 


| The "REA * been e e by the 
gifts and ſubſctiptions of private perſons; with 
an annual collection in this Place, one in the 
City, and alſo che year paſt at Weſtminſter; 
together with the kind Remembrance of the 
faid School by ney in "heir laſt Wills. 


| The account yoa "OR heard, carries along 
| Sith it ſts own recommendation; and ſhews 
that it is a generous, uſeful, and valuable 


| deligh, to which we at this time alk your 
liberal 
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tiberal Contributions. That our hearts 
ſhould feel for the diſtreſſes of others, and 
that our hands ſhould ever be ready to diſ- 
pel their wants, 'and light up the human 
countenance to joy and happineſs, are leſſons 
inculcated by various and mighty motives. 
The unlimited goodneſs of God, the com- 
fon he hath interwoven in our frame, the 
beneficent ſpirit of the Goſpel, the ſpotleſs 
example of Chriſt, the neceſſiiy of mutual 
affection to the temporal enjoyment and fu- 
ture bliſs of mankind, do all loudly demand 
us to love our Neighbours as ourſelves ; and 
theſe general Arguments for the exerciſe of 
kindneſs to our Fellow-Creatures, may be 
urged in the preſent cafe, with great pro- 
priety and force. But it comes recommended 
by eſpecial and peculiar Conſiderations. Our 
benefactions on ſuch an occaſion as this, do 
not only give aſſiſtance to the Body, but the 
Soul: they are inſtrumental in qualifying the 
immortal Mind, to ſupport with dignity, the 
noble part aſſigned it by the Governor of the 
Univerſe, At the ſame time that we mani- 
feſt our benevolence to individuals, we afford 
the beſt proof of our regard to our Country, 
The ſituation of Great Britain both as tg 
morals and religion, ſhould ſtrongly per- 
ſuade our encouragement of the Charity I 
am now ſpeaking of. There are frequent 
and pathetick complaints that a dreadful Pro- 
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fligacy hath ſeized the lower ſort of people: 
what then can be more neceſſary than the 
training up of young ones in pious, ſober, and 
virtuous principles? We are often told, that 
Popery increaſes daily; and that it increaſes 
_ chiefly among the Poor: What then can be 
more important than to teach thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which are ſo eſſentially oppoſite to 
that Diabolical Scheme? Conſider the ad- 
vantage you put into the hands of theſe pre- 
ſent Objects of your tenderneſs. You put 
into their hands the Goſpel of life; that 
Goſpel which will inſtruct them to be faithful 
ſervants, affectionate relatives, friendly neigh- 
bours, and peaceful members of ſociety ; that 
Goſpel which will guide their feet in the path 
of everlaſting bleſſedneſs. What an amazing 
difference is there between a Soul .that is 
plunged in ignorance and wickedneſs, and 
one that underſtands the grand points of du- 
ty, applies to the practice of them, and 
maintains an amiable character in life! While 
the former is a ſhocking and wretched ſpec- 
tacle, miſerable for this world, and miſera- 
ble for that which to come; the latter, how- 
ever low, however mean, however deſti- 
tute, however deſpiſed, is an honourable Be- 
ing, a favourite of God, and an heir of 
8 Sun. 


It is an additional and powerful recom- 
mendation of the preſent Charity, that it is 
not 


UE). 
not formed upon narrow views, or confined 
to a peculiar Party. It only ſeeks to make 
thoſe who partake of it, good Men, good 
Chriſtians, and good Proteſtants, All that is 
required of the Children, is regularly to attend 
ſome kind of public worthip ; and much the 


larger number of them belong to the eſta. 
bliſhed Church. 


Is there not ſomething in the very ap- 


pearance of theſe little ones now before you, 


that ſuggeſts a prevailing motive to benefi- 
cence ? Do not their decent behaviour, their 
modeſt looks, their yet uncorrupted minds, 


with filent but perſuaſive language, plead - 


feelingly in their behalf? Can you refle& that 
ſome of them muſt have been left in the 
groſſeſt Darkneſs, without your aid; can 
you think that others of them may be reſ- 
cued from Folly, from Vice, from Ruin by 
your Liberality ; without being touched with 
all the ſoftneſs of Pity, and warmed with all 
the ardour of Benevolence? 


But I forget that I am accumulating ar- 
guments on thoſe who need them not; and 
urging ſentiments upon you, with which 
you are already inſpired, . and which have 
brought you into this Place, Inſtead there- 
fore of exhorting you to what you are pre- 
viouſly determined to perſorm, it rather be- 

| hoves 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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hoves me to thank you in the name of theſe 
helpleſs objects, whom you have taken into 
Tone protection; and to congratulate your 

ing animated with ſuch godlike diſpoſitions. 
Yes, I do congratulate your having choſen to 
begin the new: Year, in ſo wiſe and worthy 
a manner. May you continue to abound in 
every good work | May your abilities increaſe 
with your deſires to be uſeful ! May your 
growing lives be crowned with growing feli- 
city ; and may you at length arrive to thofe 
happy Manſions, where your labouts of love 
ſhall meet with an ample and an eternal 
reward! Amen, 


The E N D. | 
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